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Thank you, MAC
By Jennifer Kirmer, 2012 recipient of the Louisa Bowen 
Memorial Scholarship for Graduate Students  
in Archival Administration
I began my work in archives 
largely by happenstance, but I 
quickly came to realize that the 
work and professional environ-
ment fit me perfectly. I earned 
my bachelor of arts degree in 
anthropology, with a minor in 
history, from the University of 
Kansas. During that time, I 
worked in the archives at the Robert J. Dole Institute 
of Politics for three years, where I cultivated my passion 
for archival studies. I’m currently starting my second 
year at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, School 
of Library and Information Studies.
While at the University of Wisconsin (UW), I have 
had a number of great opportunities to supplement my 
education. I’m presently assisting the University records 
officer, image and media archivist, and the UW Oral 
History Program in a variety of projects at the Univer-
sity Archives. During the school year, I am a reference 
assistant in the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Research 
Center. In October 2011, I was hired as the graduate 
student archivist for the UW Division of University 
Housing. This position has presented me many op-
portunities to put my archival skills and knowledge to 
use in practical situations, including processing the files 
of past housing directors and a significant digitization 
project. I presented a poster at the recent MAC Annual 
Meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, detailing my work 
with the media from UW Housing and the importance 
of student worker involvement.
As the fortunate recipient of the 2012 Louisa Bowen 
Memorial Scholarship, I will be using the funds to 
attend the Society of American Archivists 2012 Annual 
Meeting in San Diego to present a poster on the 
digitization project with the UW Division of University 
Housing. Without the generosity of MAC and the 
Awards Committee, I would not be able to afford to 
attend this conference, or to share my work with my 
colleagues in the field. As I prepare to enter my final 
year of my archival education at UW, I look forward to 
continuing my involvement in MAC, and to working 
with my fellow students and future colleagues.
